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To our Guests:  Welcome! 

Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 
 

To our Guests: Welcome! 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
participating remotely in this worship service.   The Holy Spirit of God 
gathers us together as one.  May each of us be strengthened through his 
word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Current Worship Protocols at Messiah 
The worst of the Covid-19 pandemic seems to be behind us. Even so the 
virus lingers on. Some of us feel more threatened by it than others do. 
With this in mind, please note these protocols for our time together-- 
 

• We continue to encourage sensible social distancing.  

• Masks are optional. Wear one or not as you prefer. 

• All pews are available for seating. Please be sensitive to the 
comfort levels of the people near you. 

• Singing is permitted. 

• At the sharing of the Peace feel free to greet each other with 
handshakes, though again with sensitivity to any who would 
prefer to wave or nod. 

• At communion we will continue to use the pouring chalice and 
individual cups. The pastors and servers will make sure to 
sanitize their hands before distributing the sacrament. 

• In all that we do, let’s make it our aim to love each other as 
Christ has loved us all. 
 

Introduction to The Day 
 

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. 
Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes 
the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the 
Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to 
proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 
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Baptism of Our Lord 
January 8, 8:30 & 11 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord,” Buxtehude 

 

Entrance 

Stand as the cross enters from the side door 

 

Remembrance of Baptism (11 only) Stand as you are able  

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's 

mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

P We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved 
over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth 
life in which you took delight. 

  
P Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

  
P We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we 

praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your 
Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

  
P To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn “Baptized in Water,” #456 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

Holy Baptism (8:30 only) 
 
Hymn of Praise (11 only) 
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Prayer of the Day See Today’s Readings insert 

Sit 

The Word of God 

First Reading Isaiah 42:1-9 

See Today’s Readings insert 

 The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 29 

 
Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 
 Choir/Cantor sings verses in regular print; 

 All sing verses in bold print and refrain 

 
1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. Refrain 
 
5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
7The voice | of the LORD 
  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. Refrain 
 
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe 
and strips the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. Refrain 
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Second Reading Acts 10:34-43 

See Today’s Readings insert 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand as you are able 
 

Gospel Acclamation  

Choir/Cantor Sings Refrain; then All Refrain 

 
 
Cantor:  A voice from heaven said, “This is my son, the Beloved, 

  With whom I am well pleased.”     Matt. 3:17 

All repeat: “Alleluia” 

 
Gospel Matthew 3:13-17 

See Today’s Readings insert 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
After the Gospel is read 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 

Stand as you are able  
 

Hymn of the Day “When Jesus Came to Jordan,” #305 
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Installation of Church Council (8:30 only) 

 

Apostles’ Creed (11 only) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

A Lord, in your mercy. . .  
C Hear our prayer 
 

Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   

 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
You may be seated 
 

Music at the Offering  “I’m Goin’ On a Journey,” Arr. Mark Hayes 

8:30 Choir 
 

Offertory “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” 
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If the Lord so moves you, you can make an offering by text to 855-913-1744 or by visiting our 

online giving portal at tinyurl.com/giveMLC 
 

A Let us pray. God of abundance, 
C  receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with 
 the  song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. 
 Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your 
 grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made 
 flesh. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn:  
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P Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.   
C Amen. 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Communion 
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Communion  “Wade in the Water,” ELW 459 

“Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized,” ELW 304 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 
in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

A Let us pray. God our redeemer,  you have fed us at this table with gifts 
of grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as 
messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good news of your 
glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C Amen. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 

P Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

  



12 

 

Sending Hymn “Lord Now You Let Your Servant”

 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude “Psalm XIX,” Marcello 
 

Permission to stream/print the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE.NET, License #A-702571. 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019. 
Psalm 29 antiphon music: Mark Munmert from Psalter for Worship,  Year A, copyright © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
Gospel Acclamation. Music: Thomas Pavlechko, © 2006 Thomas Pavlechko, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  
I’m Goin’ on a Journey. Tune: © 1994 Augsburg Fortress | Setting © 2002 Augsburg Fortress Text: © 1994 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  



13 

 

Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Bridger 
 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Krebill 
 

Assisting Ministers – Chris Neumann (8:30); Janice Snyder (11) 
 

Communion Assistant – Mike Thiel (11) 
 

Acolytes – Paige Neumann (8:30); Leroy Russ (11) 
 

Messiah Choir (8:30) – Directed by Linda Kempke 
 

Cantor – Dale Mortensen (11) 
 

Organist – Linda Kempke 
 

Deacons – Ray Durban (8:30); Amy & Mark Hunger (11) 
 

Ushers – Ed Kus (8:30); Frank & Karen Beodray (11) 
 

Altar Guild – Marilyn Edwards, Ruth Mortensen 
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In Our Prayers 

For the Light of Christ to shine brightly this Epiphany through the lives of 
Messiah 
 
For places to serve and meaningful ways to contribute in the larger society 
 
In celebration of Holy Baptism with Halynn Rebekah Gill 
 
For the ill:  Jane Hegg, Donna Barth (sister of Kim Patton), Andrew 
Boraggina, David Fischer, Jane Hegg, Marc Heidmann, Sue Nerlinger, Steve 
Ruetschi, Bill Russell, others recovering from surgeries and medical 
procedures 

 

This Week’s Commemorations 

Jan. 13—GEORGE FOX., d. 1691, founder of the Society of Friends 
(Quakers).  

 

God’s Word for Next Week 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 40:1-11, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9, John 1:29-42 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Church Council 2023 

Mike Allan 

Don Braun 

Beth Henderson 

Melissa Hollander 

Kathy Hayduk 

Craig Jernigan 

Jay Machado 

Alan Parrott 

Jim Quayle 

Sharon Ratvasky 

Nancy Richter 

Steve Swanson 

Mike Thiel 

Jared Waugaman 

Bob Zalac 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Pastor – The Rev. Seth C. Bridger 

Interim Pastor – The Rev. Steven M. Krebill 
Pastoral Assistant – Deaconess Ruth Mortensen 
Interim Music Director – Deacon Linda Kempke 

Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Technology Manager – Jared Waugaman 

Building Manager – Jason Reynolds 
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator & Pierstorf College Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
Communications Coordinator – Danielle Twigg 

Administrative Assistant & Pierstorf College Fund Business Manager – Lisa Daley 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
mailto:school@messiahfp.org

